Hub and Spoke: Rural Recycling
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Moving Forward

DEQ'’s “Recycling Can Work in Montana” Action Planning Workshop helped individuals examine
how rural recycling could be expanded in Montana. The following is a list composed of some of the
suggestions made by the workshop’s members:

Develop a community-supported recycling organization to start things rolling.

Focus on succeeding at recycling one recyclable commodity, such as aluminum cans or
newspaper, at a time.

Improve the recycling programs that are
already established (e.g. get 100% of the
cardboard recycled).

Implement recycling at transfer stations
and landfills to make it convenient for
residents.

Encourage small businesses and local

Step up recycling education at all levels,
including reuse and source reduction.
Pool resources among rural communities.

The creation of a successful and practical plan for rural recycling takes time and effort but
Montana is leaping forward and moving closer to achieving statewide recycling goals. Get involved
in your community and see what recycling options are available or speak to members of your
community to see if they would be interested in initiating a plan for your area. Get the word out and
educate yourself about the options rural areas have for recycling and don’t forget to REDUCE,
REUSE, & RECYCLE!
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Pollution Prevention Bureau

Waste Reduction and Recycling Program
P.O. Box 200901

1100 Last Chance Guich

In photos: Recycling in Eureka, MT. The recycled materials included paper, Helena, MT 59620-0901
cans, plastic, aluminum cans, and magazines. The recyclables are shown recycle@mt.gov
being prepared to be transported to Kalispell to have them recycled.



