Networking P2 Programs in EPA Region 8

EPA Region 8 is composed of six states — Colorade, Montana, Morth
Dakata, South Dakota, Utah and Wyoming. In 1999 all states except North
Diakata had comprehensive pollution prevention programs funded by Pollution
Prevention Incentives for States (PPIS) grants.

In 1997 the Peaks fo Praivies Pollution Preveniion Center was established
te help state and local programs promete pellution prevention and environmental
management to businesses. The Center 15 a networking toal:

* offering access to current information and contacts

= encouraging collaboration and leveraging of resources

+  facilitating communication about activities and projects
Tz Center also supports pollution prevention efforts ar che national level through
a coalition of nine regional centers knowan as the Pollution Prevention Resource
Exchange (P2Rx). Ongoing activities of the Center include;

PEER. FARTMERING - Encouraging businesses and agzneies who are interested
i or have incorporated pollution prevention principles e their operation to share
information and resources with each other.

SECTOR SPECIALIZATION - Collecting, reviewing and making availahle
resources on pollution prevention in the constriction and autobody sectors,

P2 RESOURCE LIBRARY - Collzcting, cataloging and lending businzss- and
naterial-specific P2 information including Region § publications,

COMMUNITY EDUCATION - Metworking with other assistance providers to
promats youth and community pollution prevention education and maintaining a
library of vouth and eommunity resources

REGIONAL COMMUMICATION - Facilitating dialog and facilitation between
regional providers through a list serve, monthly eonfierence calls, an annual
roundiable and the Peaks to Prairies web site.

SPECIAL PROJECTS - Taking the coordinator’s role for special regional interests
such as trainings or conferences. In 1999 a feasibility sudy for creation of a
Mational ReSource Center for Green Building Technology was also conducted.

F2 MINI-GRANTS - Adminisiering a “mini-grants” program to develop and
enhance state pollution prevention projects that have regional benefit and
contribute to the mission of the Center,

ACTIVITY MEASUREMENT AND REFORTING - Recording center contacts and
activities in a database for end of year reporting, In 1999, the Center successiully
negotiated with the computing center to make web site log files availahle, These
will be analyzed when received to tailor the web site to specific nesds,

P2Rx PARTICIPATION - Working together with eight other regional centers to
standardize aspects of information organization and presentation with the vision of
providing businesses and TAPs with a national system of high quality P2
information.
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1999 Regional Roundtable

Litah hosted the Aupust 11-13, 1999, Region § Roundrable with
accomunodations in Park City near the 2002 Olvimpie Park. Day one focused on
updates lrom EPA and state programs, Day twa included discussions of Peaks to
Frairies and P2Rx activities and the three-vear plan followed by a virtual tour of
the Peaks to Prairies web site and a live tour of the Olympic ski jump, luge and
bobsled rnuns under construction, At the Olympic site, the group met with Diane
Conrad, Director of Environmental Programs for the Salt Lake Oreanizing
Committee (SLOC) and laamed of P2-orignted activities underway in conneciion
with the games

Special project reports included the muni-grant funded construclion waste
resources study from Utah (results now on-line at: tfpedfewas montana. edud’
wwwpeakeTonstruclion$20Wastaieonstruction_ waste hfmi), the P2
EnviroRangers Club {see article in this issue), autobedy and constraction sector
work to date, and production of public service announcements with a pollution
preventicn theme. Tellus presented a shortened version ol the SPRINT (Stale
Follution Prevention Regulatory [ntegration Initiative) training. The complete
raining was subsequently presented inboth Colorada and Montana, The meating
closed with agreement on the 3-year plan and directives for Peaks to Prairies 1o
coordinate monthly conference calls, a regional technical rainimg, and initiace
information sharing on Colorade’s ski industry assessment project. Full minutes of
the meeting with photos are on the web al g Aewn mordana, edufwswpeaks’
rourdiabie, fitm

Peaks to Prairies Web Site
http:f fwww.montana.edu/wwwpeaks

hdore than 800 visits were made to the web site in its first vear on-line. With a
little expariznze under our belt, new and exeiting changes ars in store 1o provide
access to more resources with the click of a mousal

National ReSource Center for Sustainable Building

Matural resources are continually being expended by the construction,
refurbishing, and demalition of buildings. From the materials that are being
manufactured to the building site being developed, the environment is affected in
many ways. Graening is the application of environmentally safe products,
materials, technologies and practices. Applied to construction, greening involves
design with nature, environmentally sensitive design, and holistc resource
management, Sustainability supports integrated systems and practices that ars
self-sustaining and embrace inter-dependence, environmental stewardship, social
respansibility, and sconormic viability,

Sustainable design and green building must use alternative approaches in
traditional practices that incorporate changes in mind-zet. The new “whole
systems approach” must recognize the impacts of every design and building
choice on the natural and eultural resources available,

In a feasibility study conducted by the Peaks te Prairies Center in partnership
with the MSU Colleges of Architecture and Engineering and the MEUMIST-
funded EpiCenter project, creation of a Mational ReSource Center for Sustainable
Building was proposed 1o mergs the concepts of greening and sustainability in
commercial, institutional and residential construction. An organizational stroefure
wias developed based on research resulls and existing web resources were
collected and cataloged. This project is pending review and approval.



Web Club Offers Rewards For Pollution Prevention
MU News Service, 572599 - BOZEMARN

A new web-based club for kids fzatures activities, games, links, and prizes
that help kids learn how 1o help their communities through pellution prevention,
Membership in the club, called the P2 EnviroRangers, is free to all kids age 18
and under in Mentana, Colorade, Utah, Wyoming, Morth Daketa, and Scuth
Dakota

P2 EnviroRangers (P2ER) membears can choose from a variety of

"2-related activities, and by registering and completing aetivities, kids can eamn
iron-on patches, frishees, sports botles, and insulated lunch bags. The club alse
offers the opportunily for members o mest other P2ZER mambers on-line.

Teachers, vouth leaders, and other adultz who would like to promote the club
to vouth may receive free bookmarks and other publicity materials through Lara
Dnde with the Montana State University Extension Sarvice, Call (406) 994-343 1
or e-miail vedld @montana edu. Club registeation and information is on the web at:

httpfvwaw.montana.edu’wwwp2er

Pollution Prevention PSAs

With funding from the mini-grants program and participation from state
programs, pollution prevention public service announcements were created for the
region. The 30-zecond spot includes a standard scripl, state-specific foolage and a
written bi-ling with phone number rafernng to each state’s pollution prevention
program, Unique PSA’s were produced for four states fer under $3,000 including
production and Beta Cam Sp media copies. A DAT {cassette) recording of the
seripl was also produced Lo use as a radio announcement. With an “Airng Tips
Fact Sheet” praduced by Peaks (o Praiies and the South Daketa program, each
state is arranging their cwn air ime and marketing strategy,

Construction and Autobody Sector Work

Peaks to Prairies spent 1999 collecting inlormation as the first step to creating
a first-stop-shopping collection of pertinent resources in thase lwi areas,
Hard-copy resources are included in the lending library and availahle for loan,
Other typis of resources including web sites, contact people, efe. are also being
collectad. A task for the upcoming year is to better define construction and
autobody as it partains to our collection.

Approximately 200 hard-copy resources have been collected, about TO%
dealing with construction issues, Sixteen states have contributed. All hard-copy
resourees in the collection are currently listed on the Peaks to Prairies weh site.
Autobody; iifpufwwn montana, eduswawpeaks/autobody_sectar_resources hm
Construction; Mitodivaes montana edudvwaspeaksioonsiniction secler_resources him

Potential and in-process partnars for the construction sector project are the
Mational Resource Center for Sustainable Bunlding, the Mational Association of
Homebuilders, 2002 Olvmpics, and state P2 programs. Potential and in-process
parmers for the autobody sector project are: Towa Waste Reduction Center!
STAR Program, CCAR-Greenlink, Peaks 1o Prairies will hire a coordinator for
these projects in 20040,

P2Rx Contributions

Sector Hub Project

Mational Contacts Database
F2Rx Marketing

Dperational Standard Setting
Bi-annual Group Meetings
Monthly Administrative
Conferance Calls

Manthly Web Development
Conference Calls

Coordinate P2Rx Presantation
at Mational 2000 SBA Meating
in Montana




Year 2000 Activities Underway

STATE VISITS - The Center is making plans 1o moet with various small business
pssistance providers in cach state by identifying regularly scheduled meetings or helping
to srganize one. We will listen to stare snecesses andfor problems, evaluate how o belier
focus Cenler services, znd collect inter-state collaboration opporiunities, We are schad-
wled o witend the Colorado P2 Parinership mezting in September, North Dakota Ervico -
mental Professionals mecting in October and a Montana meeling in May being planned
jointly with the state SEDC, MEP and SCORE offices,

MEW WEB SITE DESIGM & DOMAIN - Efforts are underway o securne
www. peakstoprairian eea A redesign of the web site including a new Lok and incorpo-
rating database elemants is also in process.

© WIRTUAL LIBRARY DEVELCOPMENT - What makes a library of resources most useil
i this age of the world-wide web? We wall try to answer this question with inpat from the
region, Some planned iprevenents are web acoessibility to regionally published
resources, expanded referral to web-based resources and improving bibliographic szarch
capabilitics.

REGIONAL ROUMOTABLE - September -8, 2000 in Jackson Hole, Wyeming, Foous of
the meeting will be “what makes Region 8 tick” and a half-day mini-raining probably on
P2 mezasurement will be offered.

AND MORE...
SECTOR LEAD RESOURCES ON THE WEB
CONTACTS DATABASE ON THE WER
CCAR-GREEMLINE § AUTOBIDY SECTOR LEAD PARTMERSHIFP
P2 IN HIGH SCHOOL AG TEACHING LABS MINI-GRANT
BEST PRACTICES TO MINIMIZE WESTERM SPRAWL MINI-GRANT
INTERACTIVE VIDEQ FET TRAINING

About the Peaks to Prairies Center

The Center is operated by the Montana Pollution Presention Frogram of the
Monkana State University Extension Service and serves EPA Region B states —
Celorado, Montana, Morth Dakota, South Dakota, Utah and Wyoming. Aspartof a
non-regulztary, educational entity, the Center draws on resources of the land-grant
sysbem. The Center's goal is ko prokect the environment throuah pollution
prevention and its majar function is to serve as a nebwarking tool for state and local
aovemnment agencies, trade associztions, educational institutions, consultants, and
nan-governmental arganizations who serve small businessas,

Address: Executive Director:
Montana State University Michael Vooel
PO Bo 173580 email: mvegel@montana.edu
Eozeman, MT 59717

Program Coordinator:
TelephoneFax: Laura Estes
406-394-5948 | 406-594-5417 amail: laurae@maontana. edu

Find us on the wab at hitp: /wwiw, montana.edu,/wwwpeaks

Peaks ta Prairies is 2 member of the Pollution Pravention
Resource Exchange (P2Rx), a national coalition of
pollutlca presention information centers representing all
ten EPA reglons. Through P2Rx, centers bring regional
nebaorking to a national level, exchange Information and
buikd on each others ideas. Suppart for Peaks to Prairies
is provided by the LS. Environmental Protection Agency
and the state programs listed on the keft
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